
Promoting Self-Published Books: 

Overcoming the Stigma with Strategy 

A decade ago, self-publishing was seen as the "backup plan" for authors who couldn't 

get a traditional deal. Today, it is a vibrant, lucrative business model chosen by 

millions. However, in the world of media and book promotion, a bias still exists. 

Traditional reviewers and mainstream media outlets can be hesitant to cover indie 

titles. 

To succeed as a self-published author, you cannot simply copy the strategies of the 

big publishing houses. You need to be scrappier, faster, and smarter. You need to 

leverage your agility. Here is how to execute a book promotion strategy that levels 

the playing field. 

1. Professionalism is the Price of Entry  

Before you promote, you must pass the "sniff test." 

·        The Visuals: Your cover cannot look like it was made in Paint. It must look 

indistinguishable from a Penguin Random House title. 

·        The Edit: Typos kill credibility. 

·        The Reality: Media gatekeepers are looking for a reason to say "no." Don't 

give them one. Your product quality is the foundation of your promotion. 

2. Leverage Price Agility  

This is your superpower. Traditional publishers rarely discount their books. Indie 

authors can change their price in five minutes. 

·        Free Days: If you are in KDP Select, you get 5 free days every 90 days. Giving 

away 5,000 copies sounds counterintuitive, but it skyrockets your visibility and gets 

the book into hands (which leads to reviews). 

·        0.99 Launch: Launching at $0.99 reduces the friction for new readers to take a 

chance on an unknown author. Once you have the reviews and rank, you can raise the 

price to $4.99. 

3. Niche Domination over Mainstream Fame  

Don't try to get on Good Morning America. Try to get on the "Top 10 Sci-Fi Blogs." 

https://www.smithpublicity.com/book-promotion-services/


·        The Strategy: Indie authors thrive in niches. The sub-genres (e.g., LitRPG, 

Reverse Harem, Clean Romance) have ravenous fanbases that congregate in 

Facebook Groups and specific newsletters. Targeting these micro-communities yields 

a much higher ROI than broad mainstream promotion. 

4. Newsletter Swaps (The Indie Currency)  

Indie authors are generally more collaborative than traditional authors. 

·        The Swap: Use platforms like StoryOrigin or BookFunnel to find other authors 

in your genre. Agree to promote their book to your list if they promote yours. This is 

free, highly targeted book promotion that builds your list rapidly. 

5. BookBub and Promo Stacks  

While traditional media might ignore you, paid promo sites love indie authors. 

·        The Stack: When you drop your price to $0.99, book a "stack" of ads on sites 

like BookBub, Fussy Librarian, and Bargain Booksy. The cumulative effect of these 

emails going out on the same day can push an indie book to #1 on Amazon, passing 

Stephen King and JK Rowling in the process. 

6. Smith Publicity’s Approach to Indie  

Agencies like Smith Publicity treat self-published authors with the same rigor as 

traditional clients. The key is to pitch the story or the expertise, not the publisher. A 

journalist cares about a good hook; they care less about who printed the spine. By 

framing the author as an expert or the story as a unique cultural contribution, the 

"indie" label becomes irrelevant. 

Being self-published is not a handicap; it is a different business model. It offers 

speed, control, and higher margins. By using book promotion strategies tailored to 

these strengths—pricing agility, niche targeting, and community collaboration—indie 

authors can compete with, and often outsell, the biggest names in the industry. 
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